
“Man lives in two worlds, the world of 

cause and the world of effect.  The world 

of effect is at present a complex tangle.  

Panaceas without number are offered.  

There is but one panacea and that is the 

installation of an economic system in 

which human greed will be eliminated.”  

-- Charles Filmore



COMPONENTS OF CURRENT PARADIGM

Limitless Growth

Externalized costs and benefits

Corporations as people

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

Monetizing the Commons

Commodifying animals and Nature

An Economics of Separation 



BEFORE COVID-19

More than 50% of Americans living paycheck to paycheck. 

More than half already living below or near the poverty line (and 
bear in mind, the arbitrarily-delegated U.S. poverty line is a 

measly $26,200 annually for a famly of four).  

Income inequality in U.S. off the charts, higher than any other G-7 
country including the UK, Japan, Italy, Canada, Germany and 

France (and it’s not good in those countries).

Reliant upon chewing up ecosystems and wildlife species at a 
rapacious pace, and toxifying our water, air and soil, and 

destabilizing the climate.



“It’s all a question of story.  We are in trouble just now 

because we are in-between stories.  The Old Story – the 

account of how the world came to be and how we fit into 

it – sustained us for a long time.  It shaped our emotional 

attitudes, provided us with life purpose, energized 

action, consecrated suffering, integrated knowledge, and 

guided education.  We could answer the questions of 

our children.  But now it is no longer functioning properly, 

and we have not yet learned the New Story.”  

-- Thomas Berry, The Dream of the Earth 



SOLIDARITY ECONOMY 



PERSONAL ACTION

• Question Status Quo

• Ask Better Questions

• Citizen rather than Consumer

• Less STUFF!

• Way less plastic STUFF! 

• Less meat

• Fossil fuel as investment

• Localize



ORGANIZATION ACTION

• Divest

• Waste-free purchasing strategies

• Use your voice and platform (political does not mean partisan!)

• EarthCare resources

• Greenfaith

• Interfaith Power and Light

• Blessed Tomorrow


