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Report to Unity Northwest Regional Conference:   

EarthCare Program 
 
 
EarthCare is the Unity Worldwide program that helps congregations become more earth 
friendly by implementing sustainability measures at their congregations and in actions in 
their homes and communities.  Measures include recycling programs, energy and water 
efficiency measures, renewable energy systems, composting, non-toxic cleaning and 
landscape products and other steps.  EarthCare also supports congregations in leading 
community engagement activities such as educational events and community action 
projects that support environmental protection and restoration.  
 
The path to EarthCare certification is pretty straight forward and it is very flexible to 
meet what is most suitable for each individual congregation.  Even in this COVID-19 
period many congregations are active in EarthCare efforts from building community 
gardens to doing environmental clean-up projects, to attending environmental and 
social justice rallies and more.   
 
Here is a link to the recent EarthCare virtual summit we conducted in which we heard 
some of the great activities that our 2020 EarthCare Green Star award winners are 
undertaking.   
 
The Northwest Region currently has 5 fully certified congregations and several others 
are in the process.  The certified congregations include:  Seattle WA, Central Oregon, 
Lynnwood WA, Beaverton OR, Anchorage AK.  There is so much room for more!  Come 
on friends lets reclaim the Northwest Region leadership in this great effort! 
 

History 

Unity EarthCare rose up from the grassroots of the Unity movement, coming from a 
deep desire to express Unity's belief in our oneness with all life in ways that directly 
impact our planet. The Unity EarthCare Team (UET) vision statement is, “All humanity 
lives in a spiritual consciousness that manifests as loving coexistence with all creation 
and care for our Earth home. We act so that every step on our planet home and through 
our life here is an active prayer for all divine creation.” The vision of EarthCare was 
succinctly expressed by Unity founders Charles and Myrtle Fillmore.  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=ACh2EvzD7iU
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[There is] intelligence inherent in every form, animate or inanimate. It has been 
discovered that even rocks and all minerals have life.... We should be speaking 
words of truth to everything, not only to mankind but to the mineral, vegetable, 
and animal kingdoms.  (Charles Fillmore, Christian Healing, The Word, #14, 
p68)  

I was almost accused of being a nature worshiper when I was a little girl. And I 
have always loved what I see in nature, as well as in all artists who are so close 
to the beauty side of God. Nature is surely the glorified face of Good. See the 
beauty about you and you do see the manifestation of the infinite Mind.  
(Myrtle Fillmore: Mother of Unity by Thomas Witherspoon, p280)  

The Northwest Regional Unity gave birth to EarthCare!  The original idea began in 2001 
when Unity minister Kathy Harwood Long represented Unity at an Interfaith conference 
on the environment in the Pacific Northwest.  In 2002 at the Northwest Regional Unity 
conference, an EarthCare agenda was adopted. In 2003 the NW region began 
developing ideas for a Unity EarthCare International team, with included a seven-step 
“Path to EarthCare” model.  

In 2007, Reverend Kathy Harwood Long and a few others spearheaded the creation of 
Unity EarthCare under the Unity Spiritual Action ministry team. Unity Village Hotel and 
Conference Center at Unity Village, Mo., became the first hotel in the Midwest and 4th 
in the nation to receive LEED certification from the United States Green Building Council.  
In 2008 Kym Farmer, Ron Habin, and Mike McCord attended the January Mid-Year 
Meetings at Unity Village where EarthCare activities, goals, and related documents were 
presented.   In 2012 the Unity EarthCare Team (UET) became a separate ministry team, 
no longer under Spiritual Social Action.  

UET is currently administered by ten individuals who connect monthly via Zoom to 
coordinate promotion of the program, educate ministries about the EarthCare program, 
and certify ministries upon completion of the levels in the program.   

Status 
 
To date 59 Unity Congregations have become EarthCare certified.  We’ve added ten new 
congregations this year.   
 
By Level:   
A                        27 
B                        11 
C                        21 
Total                  59 
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By Region:  
Unity Worldwide 1 
Canada                3 
Southeast          14 
Great Lakes       14 
Southwest           7 
Northwest           5 
Eastern                3 
South Central     7 
West Central      5 
Total                  59 
 
Regular mentoring and coaching calls are available to congregations.  
 
Each year several outstanding Earthcare congregations are awarded the Green Star 
award and recognized at the annual Worldwide Peoples Convention.   
 

What EarthCare Certification Requires 
 
Certification as a Unity EarthCare congregation consists of 3 levels: 

• Level A requires one of the Unity congregation’s board members and the 
minister to sign a covenant agreement to embark on the program.   
 

• Level B requires the congregation to complete 4 steps: 
o Pray 
o Vision  
o And, two from the following action items: 

▪ Create an action plan that seeks to transform attitudes and 
commitments by embracing concrete actions that reduce human 
ecological impact on the earth and contribute to justice for people 
affected by environmental degradation.  

▪ Conduct and substantially implement the recommendations of an 
energy/environmental audit.  

▪ Practice energy & water conservation.  
▪ Establish a recycling program.  
▪ Minimize waste in what we purchase and consume.  
▪ Accept stewardship of a natural resource in the community. 
▪ Promote awareness of the interdependence of creation.  
▪ Support mindful eating, reverence for our food choices.    
▪ Other. This activity may be used to replace one of the above 

actions. Please describe in detail.   
 

• Level C requires the congregation to complete all of the Action Steps.   
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The Benefits to Earth Care Congregations 
 
There are a number of benefits to congregations that commit to EarthCare certification.   

• It can reduce energy, water and waste disposal costs at Unity facilities. 

• It provides another ministry/activity area to more deeply engage congregation 
members.  Some EarthCare teams develop hiking clubs, litter pick up events, 
sustainable food-related events, etc, etc.   

• It provides leadership development opportunities.  Some congregation members 
step into upgrading the building, others take on overseeing reducing waste at 
events.  Engaging youth is a particularly prime opportunity.  EarthCare provides 
ample opportunities for youth to step into leadership from doing Earth Day plays 
to educating the whole congregation about what can and cannot be recycled.   

• It provides opportunities to reach audiences outside current congregations.  For 
example EarthCare congregations could participate in Earth Day events in their 
communities and host environmental education events open to the public.  
Some EC congregations have attracted new members as a result of EC activities.  

• A strong environmental ethic and program is a way to distinguish Unity from 
other “religions”.   

• Finally, and most importantly, it makes Unity a force for reducing harm and 
bringing restoration to our planet.  This is totally inline with Unity principles. 

 
More information about Unity EarthCare can be found on our website at:  
http://www.unityworldwideministries.org/earthcare. 
 
 

http://www.unityworldwideministries.org/earthcare

